
HOMESCHOOLERS SUMMER COASTAL ECOLOGY COURSE  

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 

Day 1 

4:30 – 7:00 PM  Program Check in at the Education Center (Please eat dinner before arrival)) 

7:00 PM  Group welcome and Schedule overview - Meet in Coquina Commons 

                                           Ice Cream Social and Family Games 

                              

 

Day 2 

7:30 AM  Breakfast in CBFS's Dining Hall 

8:45 AM  Boat Trip (ages 9 and older) or Tom’s Cove Intertidal   (All Ages) 

Boat Trip - Venture out into the tidal creeks on one of our skiffs to collect data and creatures. Work as a 

group doing water sampling, water quality tests, tidal current property measurements, and collect 

organisms using an otter trawl.   

                                                                       or 

Intertidal - Learn about the tides, the changes that occur in the Intertidal Zone, and the effect that it has 

on the critters that live in these environments. Travel out to Assateague Island for a fieldtrip to collect 

creatures using seine nets and sieve boxes.   

 

 

12:30 PM  Lunch in CBFS's Dining Hall 

1:30 PM  Wallops Island and Crabbing Field Trip 

                                                                         

Wallops Island and Crabbing Field Trip- Families will travel to special access Wallops Island. This is 

where NASA does its Rocket Launches from! Educators will talk to you about the rocket launch pads and 

Navy facilities. Families will then travel to the beach on Wallops Island. This beach is pristine because it 

is closed to the general public, but you'll receive special access! Families will enjoy beach exploration 

activities. You'll find a gorgeous variety of shells on this isolated beach and spot other sea life (like 

dolphins and crabs) in the waves. Or just hang out building sand castles and soaking up the rays. Travel 

then to the creek side of the island to go crabbing in the back docks. 

 

5:15 PM  Dinner in CBFS's Dining Hall   

6:00 PM  Campfire - Songs and S’mores - Enjoy an evening of traditional campfire fare. 

CBFS staff will entertain with a variety of fun skits and audience participation camp songs. Top off the 

night with a delicious s'more snack.   

 

Day 3  

7:30 AM  Breakfast in CBFS's Dining Hall 

8:45–12:00PM Kayaking and Canoeing River Ecology on the Pocomoke River (All Ages) 



The scenic Pocomoke River snakes through one of the northernmost cypress swamps. We will launch 

from Shad Landing. As you paddle your instructors will provide information about the magnificent flora 

and fauna you will encounter and share their knowledge of the values and ecology of this unique 

environment.  Kayaking is available for ages 10 and older. Canoeing is available for all ages.  

12:30 PM  Grill Out at the Park 

2:00 PM  Organism Lab - Get a closer look at the organisms collected in the field during 

our organism lab. Help identify the organisms and learn more about their interesting characteristics. 

 

5:15 PM  Dinner - Chesapeake Bay Boil / Grill Out 

Get ready for a seafood feast! Sample local crabs and yummy shrimp, or, if you choose, just have grilled 

chicken breast or portabella mushroom. 

7:30 PM  Free Night – Spend the evening with your family exploring the island of 

Chincoteague! Play putt-putt, visit the refuge, or get an ice cream cone from the Island Creamery! 

   

Day 4  

7:30 AM  Breakfast in CBFS's Dining Hall 

8:30 AM  Room Check Out 

8:45 - 10:30 AM  Morning Craft Activity Begins / Certificate Presentation 

10:30 AM  Morning Activity over / Depart – See you next year! 


