
Fall 2026 Professional Development
Workshop: Geological Processes that
Shape Coastal Ecosystems
September 18-20, 2026

Friday
September 18

6-8PM
8:00 PM

Check-in
Welcome & Orientation

__________________________________________Education Center
_____________________________Education Center

8:00AM Breakfast ______________________________________________Dining Hall

12:30PM Lunch__________________________________________________Dining Hall
1:30PM Intertidal Studies ________________________________Education Center Lab

5:15 PM Dinner ________________________________________________Dining Hall
6:00PM Soil Science _________________________________Education Center Lab
Learn how soil is formed and how it supports the needs of organisms in coastal ecosystems.
Examine different types of soils and how coastal soils differ from the soils in other areas.

 Barrier Island & Dune Ecology ____________________Education Center Lab9:00AM

Learn about tides and how they shape the geography of Virginia’s coast. Examine some of the
species that call the intertidal zone home.      

Bathing suit worn under clothing
Clothes and secure shoes that can get wet
Change of clothes and shoes

Bag for wet items
Towel

Saturday
September 19

Sunday
September 20

1:30PM Kayaking on the Pocomoke River___________________Education Center Lab
12:30PM Lunch__________________________________________________Dining Hall

5:00PM Checkout __________________________________________Education Center

8:00AM Breakfast_______________________________________________Dining Hall
9:00AM Maritime Forest_________________________________Education Center Lab

Learn about the geology of the Pocomoke River as you explore it by kayak.
Clothing and shoes that can get wet
Sun protection

Learn about the processes that form barrier islands and dunes and how human actions impact them.
Then, visit NASA’s Wallops Island to observe undeveloped dune communities and the role they
play in stabilizing Wallops Island.

Comfortable walking shoes that can get sandy
Sun protection

Learn about how maritime forests change over time as well as how they are impacted by coastal
conditions and human development.

Comfortable walking shoes Bug protection

Learn about the field station and the Eastern Shore of Virginia. Get to know your fellow educators!

Towel

Thank you for joining us!

Bag for collecting shells
Government-issued ID


