
Summer 2026 Professional Development
Workshop: Biology & Chemistry of the
Delmarva Coast
July 24-26, 2026

Friday
July 24

6-8PM
8:00 PM

Check-in
Welcome & Orientation

__________________________________________Education Center
_____________________________Education Center

8:00AM Breakfast ______________________________________________Dining Hall

12:30PM Lunch__________________________________________________Dining Hall
1:30PM Oceanography Research Cruise ___________________Education Center Lab

5:15 PM Dinner ________________________________________________Dining Hall
6:30PM Organism Lab _________________________________Education Center Lab

Explore the organisms collected on the boat. Identify plankton under a microscope, practice
classifying marine organisms, and discuss our water quality test results and how they relate to the
organisms that live in the bay.

 Aquarium Chemistry & Animal Husbandry __________Education Center Lab9:00AM

Travel by pontoon boat into the Chincoteague Bay. Examine water chemistry as well as the
biodiversity of the bay through water quality testing and trawling.     

Secure, close-toed shoes Weather-appropriate layers

Saturday
July 25

Sunday
July 26

1:30PM Wetland Ecology________________________________Education Center Lab
12:30PM Lunch__________________________________________________Dining Hall

5:00PM Checkout __________________________________________Education Center

8:00AM Breakfast_______________________________________________Dining Hall
9:00AM Soil Science____________________________________Education Center Lab

Learn about the chemical processes that take place in wetlands and how they support productivity
and biodiversity. Survey an area to identify the characteristics of wetlands, then take the salt marsh
plunge if you dare!

Bathing suit worn under clothing
Clothes with long pants that can get muddy
Secure shoes that tie that can get muddy

Learn about the chemistry behind aquarium maintenance and best practices for caring for marine
organisms in aquarium settings. Setup and test the water in the aquariums in our lab to prepare
them to house organisms we collect on our afternoon boat trip.

Learn about the biology and chemistry of soil and how it supports the needs of organisms in
coastal ecosystems. Examine different types of soils and how coastal soils differ from the soils in
other areas. 

Comfortable walking shoes Bug protection

Learn about the field station and the Eastern Shore of Virginia. Get to know your fellow educators!

Change of clothing and shoes
Bag for muddy items
Towel

Thank you for joining us!


